
 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Goddard Space Flight Center
Greenbelt, Maryland/Wallops Island, Virginia

February 09, 2001

The Goddard News is published weekly by the Office of Public Affairs, Goddard Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, MD 20771

Table of Contents         

HETE-2 Achieves Operational Status GSFC Facilities Master Plan
February is African-American History Month Faucet Replacement Project

Richard Mushotzkyto Present at Today's Scientific Colloquium SOLARMAX Now Showing at the National Air and Space
Museum

Balloon Program Sets New Endurnace Record See What NASA's Hubble Sees, With the Click of a Mouse
Dr. Jim Hansen Wins Heinz Award Goddard in the News
HST to Receive Space Foundation Award Nancy Lorraine Jensen Memorial Scholarship Fund
NASA Selects Company to Provide Information Services ****Upcoming Events at Goddard****
Getting Personal:  Web Site Shows Human Side of Space Station Science Fair and Career Day Volunteers Needed
NASA Exercises Delta II Contract Option for NOAA-N Press Releases From The Past Week
In the Safety Corner

Balloon Program Sets New Endurance Record

A NASA scientific balloon has broken the previous record flight time for
a zero pressure balloon by 44 hours. The 29.47 million cubic foot
balloon was launched on January 4 from McMurdo, Antarctica and had
a total flight time of 644 hours, terminating January 31. The balloon
carried a Submillimeter Astrophysics experiment (TopHat) for Dr.
Edward Cheng, Code 685. The 500-pound TopHat experiment was on
the top of the balloon and was a record for weight on the top of the
balloon. 

This recent campaign marked the second time in two years NASA and
the National Scientific Balloon Facility, Palestine, Texas have supported
two concurrent long duration balloon missions in Antarctica. The second
flight launched Dec. 28, 2000, also was a 29.47 million cubic foot
balloon carrying a cosmic ray astrophysics experiment for Drs. John
Wefel and Greg Guzik, Louisiana State University, that mission flew for
385 hours.


